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Ad act of incorporation, granted by Judge
Shackelford, of the Sixth Circuit, to the Ellis
Gold Mioing and Reduction Company, has
been filed in the office of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth. The company is composed ol

citizens of the District of Columbia and ot the
State of Virginia, whose object is to carry on

and conduct the mining of gold aod the reduc¬
tion of gold ore in the oouuty of Culpeper, in
the State of Virginia. Minimum capital stock,
$75,000; miximum, $250,000, divided into

5,000 shares of the par value of $50 each.
Tin y are entitled to bold 310 acres of laud iD

Culpeper, aod to exist as a corporation thirty
years. The principal office and business is tc

be in Culpeper county. The busiue.se of the

company will bo carried on by five directors,
as follows: Samuel E. Middleton, Cyrel P.
Benedict and Charles H. Parson*, of Wash¬

ington, D. C.; and Flodvardo H. Humphrey*,
and Milton H. Stone, of Fauquier county, Va.

The Liverpool Chamber of Commerce gave
a dinner yesterday evening in honor ot it*

guest, M. Miohel Chevalier, the celebrated
French economist. M. Chevalier, iu reply tc

a complimentary toast, made a speech, ic
which he dwelt on the benefits of iree trade.
He expressed his admiration at the extraordi¬
nary progress made by the United states, anc

said that a nation so anxious to possess all im
provements in public aod private lite, so emi¬
nent for its love of liberty, could not long re¬

main bound to the protective system. Protec¬
tion was repugnant to a progressive policy,
ohecked the growth ol trade aod restricted the
liberties of producer and consumer. He espe¬
cially poiuted out the inconsistency of the
Americans in imposing duties on foreign grain,
while they attempted to inundate the graic
markets of Europe with their products.
The Directors of the Northern Central and

the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad Compan¬
ies held meetings in Baltimore yesterday. The
two bodies constituted a joint conference, the
matters discussed being generally what both
companies were interested in. 1 he contract
with the Western Maryland Railroad tor the
use of the Baltimore and Potomac tunnel, and
that with the Canton Company for the use of
the Union tunnel were ratified.

The Indians who escaped from the Cheyenne
agency, Indian Territory, on the 6th inst., are

said to have formed a junction with another
hostile baod on Cimmaron river, one hundred
and fifty miles south of Fort Dodge, aod are

intent upon fighting. The two parties num¬

ber about five hundred. All available troops at

Fort Dodge and Fort Hays have been ordered
in pursuit, aod troops are also moving from the
south. A collision is considered inevitable.

The city of Duluth figures in a suit before
the Supremo Court of the United States. It
seems that the Duluth people dug a canaj
which will destroy the harbor of Superior City
in Wisconsin. The action is brought by the
State of Wisconsin against Duluth and the
Northern Pacific Railway Company, with the
avowed object of forciog the Duluth people to

fill up their canal and abandon the enterprise.
In reply to a dispatch from U. S. Marshal

Packard, at New Orleans, Mr. Wm. P. Frye,
of the Congressional Investigating Committee
on Louisiana affairs, says that by the agree¬
ment aud ibe award the Louisiana Legislature
was to remain as the award lett it, and that the
Democrats violate their good faith by their re¬

cent action in unseating fonr more llepublicau
members.

______________

Henry M. Brent, jr., esq., of Winchester,
has been appointed Grand Lecturer of the
Grand Chapter ot Royal Arch Masons for the
Eighth Masonic District of Virginia. The
bounds of the district are the same as the Con¬
gressional district, and includes flourishing
chapters in Alexandria, Warrenton, Orauge C.
H., Winchester and elsewhere.

J. G. W. Tompkins, of Kanawha county,
West Virginia, has sold 1,U33 acres of coal
land iu that county to Jas. Ormes, of Boston,
for $83,040. A company has been organized
under the title of the Supply Coal and lion
Company, and operations will be commenced
at once.

The United States military authorities have
informed the Governor of Texas that they will
co-operate with him in putting an end to the
raids and outrages in Texas, and have given
orders accordingly. Civil officers will accom¬

pany the troops to make arrests where neces¬
sary.

It is very distressing to read the accounts ot
the destruction ot crops caused by the late cold
weather, aod our sympathies go out towards
the farmer in his affliction. Their hard fortune
will be felt again, as it always is, more or less
by every industry in the Commonwealth.
In the libel case of ex-Congressman Bowen

against the Charleston (S. C.) News and Cou¬
rier in that city, yesterday, the day was occu¬

pied with evidence to implicate Bowen in a

murder committed seven years ago.

President Grant returned to Washington
last night, and Postmaster General Jewell de¬
nies that he (the President) has requested De¬
lano to resign.
The examination of Mr. Beecher was ooa-

oluded yesterday, aod it was announoed that
Mr. Cleveland would give his testimony to*

day.
Koswdll C. Smith, author of Smith's gram¬

mar and other school books, died at Hartford,
Conn., yesterday, aged teventy eight.

The oomtnittee representing the American
Presbyterian oburches have adopted a plan lor
the constitution of the proposed confederation
of the Reformed churches holding to the Pres¬
byterian system, to be submitted to the coun-

cil which is to be held io London, iherc is to

be a general council composed of an equal num¬

ber of ministers and ruling elders, the several
confederated denominations to have represen¬
tation according to the number of their congre¬
gations. The council will have no power to

intervene in the internal order of any church,
and its action will not be bindiug on the sever¬

al members of the confederation, its object be¬
ing conference and advice ou the great general
interests and mission of the church.

Judge Blatchford, in the United States Cir¬
cuit Court, at New York, rendered his decision
yesterday in the case of Charles A. Dana, edi¬
tor of the New York Sun, arrested upon at¬

tachment from the Supreme Court of the Dis¬
trict of Columbia for refusing to appear before
the grand jury of the District as a witness. It
will be remembered that Mr. Dana refused
mainly because he suspected that the attempt
to get him to Washington as a witness was

merely a trap to involve him iu a prosecution
for libel. Judge Biatebl'ord discharged him
from custody. Thus it is settled that edi¬
tors cannot be dragged to Washington on

different pretexts, from distant parts of the

country, and eutrapped on prosecutions for
libel.

The St. Joseph (Mo.) Herald says that hun¬
dreds of persons are daily passing thruugh that

city on their return east from California, and
that they are unanimous in picturiug a gloomy
condition of affairs ou the Pacific coast. Siuee
the 1st of January the rush of emigration to

California has been immense, U,3U0 persons
having passed Kearney Junction, bound for
San Francisco, during the mouth of March,
and it is represented that hundreds of these
able-bodied men, having spent their last dollar
for transportation, are uow begging bread in
the streetsand sleeping in barns- and out-houses.

While we are tnourniug over the killing of
early vegetation by the uotimeiy April frosts,
it is at least slightly consoling to be told that
what seems to be a universal calamity has iu
mitigating features. It will be found, so W est-

ero papers say, that this cold weather so late
in the spring is a providential interposition tc

kill off the grasshoppers and the potato bugs,
and to rid us of other vermin. This chcerlul
view of the matter may reconcile people to the
loss of strawberries and green peas iu May.

Theie was a large meeting of Boston ladica
io that city last night io aid of the womau's de¬
partment iu the Philadelphia centennial. Mrs.
Giliespie, a grand daughter of Beitjamiu Frank¬
lin, made an interesting speech, as did also Gov.
Gaston, Charles Francis Adams, and otheis.
The ladies of Boston will hold "a graud centen¬

nial reception" on the 2(Jtb and 30th iust.

Upon the best Washington authority the
New York Bulletin learns that it is the pur¬
pose of the government not to put iu circula¬
tion any of the silver coinage, iu pursuauce of
the resumption act, until the price of gold has
fallen to about 110, as with gold ranging above
that quotation the coiu would naturaliy be
bought up for export.

The Baltimore American, for want, wc sup¬

pose, of a better subject, is publishing illustrat¬
ed descriptions of tho burial places of that city.
Hark! from the tombs a doleful sound,
My ears attend the cry :

Ye living men, come view the ground
Where you must shortly lie.

Valentine's recumbent figure of Gen. II. E.
Lee was received at LexmgtOD, ou Monday.
There was a general turnout of the citizens,
and addresses were delivered by Geu. Jubal A.

Jhltrly, ex-Governor Letcher and Col. William
Preston Johnston.

The Department of Agriculture reports an

increase of'about 1,500,U00 acres iQ the area of
wioter wheat, but estimates thai this may be
balanced by the amount which has been winter¬
killed, and will be replaced by other crops.

The loss by the cold weather to the farmers
in the two counties adjacent to Norfolk is es¬

timated at $1,000,000.
It W33 rumored in London yesterday that.

Prioce Bismarck has addressed a note to Lux¬
emburg similar to that sent to Belgium.
A policeman in Lynchburg drew one-fifth of

the filty thousand dollar prize in the Greens¬
boro' lottery.

A. Runaway Balloon..Considerable ex-
citemeut was caused last evening by a dispatch
from Atco, N. J., stating that the basket of
Donaldson's ballooo from Barnum's hippo
drome, at Philadelphia, had beeD found seven
miles from that place with the body of a man
in it, and that the balloon itself was seen going
seaward. A later dispatch, however, from
Berlin, announced that Donaldson was there
safe and sound, having descended near Aico
about 5.50 p. m., where the ballooo became
unmanageable, and he was obliged to cut the
basket loose ia order to save it, and the main
part of the balloon reascended and was lost.
Donaldson reports that on his trip this time
mineral water taken along was frozen in the
upper currents of the air.

On the North London Railway, a short time
since, a passenger remarked in the hearing of
one of the compaoy'3 servants how easy it was

to "do" the company, and said he had often
travelled from Broad street to Dalston Junc¬
tion without a ticket." "Anyone can do it.I
did it yesterday." When he alighted he was

followed by an official, who asked him how it
was done. For a consideration he agreed to
tell him. This being given, "Now," said the
inquirer, "how did you get from Broad street
to Dalston Junctiou, yesterday, without a

ticket?" "Oh," was the reply, "I walked."

Death of a Centenarian..On Wednes¬
day lust, Polly Jones, colored, died on the farm
of Wm. B. Bowie, esq., nearMelwood, in this
county, at the advanced age of 111 years. She
was born in the summer of 1764, and, of course
was one of Washington's family servants; knewall about him and his little hatchet. Her re¬
collections of the "redcoats" were varied and
thrilling, and she was a living encyclopedia of
those days lang syne that tried men s souls..
Marlboro Gazette.

Land Sale. Mr. bamuel C. Stephenson
purcoa^d the farm six miles from this place,
on the Martinsburg road, koowu as \\ heatfiold
Inn Farm, containing 167 acres, lor $5,000
cash. The same farm was sold thiee jears ago
for $9,000 cash. About $1,200 in improve¬
ments was put upon the farm 6ince the former
gale.. Winchester T'mes.

SEWS OF THE OAV

"To show the very age and body oj the Times

The groud at |-resent occupied by Kev. Dr.
Hall's Presbyterian Church, corner ol Filth
Avonue and Nineteenth street, New Yoik, was

sold at auction on Tuesday. 1 be property is

considered very choice, and ihe sale attracted
a lartie atleudauce of capita.ists, speculator.-,
and others. Mr. Asior's agents were also on

the ground. The first bid was $200,01)0, and
from tbat the price moved steadily up uutil
S240.0U0 was readied, when the property was

knocked down to Mr. 0. S. Smith, a dry goods
merchant of W orth street.

The packing box factory of' 1). A. 1'f-uog &
Co., Worth street, New York, was burned last

evening, and one of the walls fell outward,
crushing in the rear of a tenement house and
the sit rage house of G. Garuei & Co., adjoin¬
ing. Several firemen had uai row escapes. sev¬
eral stores adjoining were more or less damag¬
ed by lire and water. The total loss is Sb'J.500.
Youiiff Co. losiujr liDtl Iwccd &
Co., $20,00.
The Philadelphia, Wilmington and Balti¬

more Railroad Company, lessees of the Sew
Castle and Wilmington Railroad, give ootico
that the lesseee will now purchase the stock or
the N-W Castle and Wiini.ngiou Company at

par, with interest add>.d Iroui January 1, IST.j.
to May I, ln75, after which no interest or

dividends will accrue to the preseut stock¬
holders.
The ship Ilagerstown, loudiug at New ()r-

leaus for Havre, with 5,708 bales of cotton on

board, was sliuck by lightning during a thun¬
der storm yesterday moroiug, and the cotton
set on lire. The vessel's hold was tilled with
water by ihe fire department and the tire ex-

tiuguishd. The cargo, partiy damaged by
water, is being unshipped. Lt is lusured iu

Havre.
The ThurmauiiCS, or Adventists, (ailed to as-

ceud from Harrisonburg, \ a., on luesday
uight. Alter feet washiug and lovefeast, iu
which about sixty persons participated, they
quietly awaited the adveut ot Christ uutil .iu

hour after midnight, when the meeting broke
up, the believers goiug away sadly disap¬
pointed.
A New York dispatch states that Uiree men

who were engaged iu cleaning out a cesspool at

Factoryville, Slatou Island, came upou bc-
tween tweuiy and thirty thousand dollars iu

guld coiu. It seems the premises wore former¬
ly owned by a city bank cashier, who proved a

ucfauiter to the auiuuut ol $100,UOU.
A Philadelphia commercial traveller, who

has been selliiog in Richmond uuder a iicense
taken out by his firm, ha? been arrested aud
held to bail on the strength of an opinion by
the Attorney General that a license b a person¬
al privilege.

iSome very horrible story may almost at any

time he heard from Mexico, ihe latest tells
of ten savages of Ixtaculco burying three meu

alive, leaving their heads above ground and
theu hacking them to death with knives aud
hatchets.
The jury in the case of Alice A. Karly vs.

the editor of the Chieago limes, lor libel, yes¬

terday, rendered a verdict giving the plaintiit
000 damages. Ihe lime!;, alter making

me nfleusive Cliarge.-, published a retraction,
but this, it appears, did not satisfy the lady.
The miues iu Clearfield county, Pa., are all

beiug worked with reduced force, under pro¬
tection ol special po!ic , at the old rateof titty
cents a ton. A great many miner*are leaving
to seek employment elsewhere.
The Dutchess of Sutherland and the Duke

and Dutchess of St. Aibaus were present yes¬
terday at revival services in the Hay market
Theatre, London, conducted by Moody aud
Sankey.

Planters of the Tierras Calientas, in Mex*
ico, have decided to introduce some ol theii
sugar into the United States and huropc, lor
the purpose of making its quality kuown
abroad.
The Union Pacific Railroad is now in passable

condition, with the exception ol about six miles
Ladiy damaged by the freshel, over which
transfer is being made by team* betwecu Daw-
ence and Green river.

Iu an affiay at the village of St. Paul, Indi-
aua, Saturday, David Maudlovc shot his fath¬
er, Jas. Maodluve. three times, the wounds
resulting fatally. David was arrested, but
there are fears that he will bo lynched.
The Pestuffice Department yesterday order¬

ed postal car service on the entire length of the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad exteusiou from
Grafton, W. \ a., to Chicago.
Ex-Treasurer Parker, of South Carolina, was

arrested a» .Columbia, yesterday, on the charge
of amhr/./.lioii $2S,U0U ot the Sinking ruud
money of the Slate.
The Naval Examining Board, at Washing¬

ton. will report in favor of promoting Lieuten¬
ant Commander Philip to.the grade of Com¬
mander.
The Presbytery of'New Castl--, Del., ha? re¬

jected the overture from the General A-sern-
oly concerning rotary eldership in the 1 resby-
urian Church, by a vote of 4ft to 14.

Messrs. Maynard and Orth, ambassadors
from the United State? to Turkey and Austria,
respectively sailed from New lork yesterdaj
in the steamship Russia.

In con'! quence ol a break in the Delaware
ami Huds n Canal at Lickiiw;ixcn, Pa., about
fifty feet in length, navigation will be suspen¬
ded about four days.

Dispatches from Mackinaw, Mich.,
^

last
ni^ht report extremely culd weather and ice as

solid as at any time during the winter.

Woman's Past and Present Position..
The following is taken Ircm ihe Haitiaiore Sun
of this morning:

"Mrs. M. A. Coir.bs, a lady of Fiiuquior co.,
Va., delivered a icciuro last right at Masonic
Temple, on 'Womtin's Position, Present, Past
and Future.' She said .-he was not an advocate
of lenialc sullrage, but of female rights. She
contended that woman civilized Egyut long ago.
Young America suys we will net Le governed
by woman, not even our mothers shall control
us. Napoleon asked Madam Campan whht the
French n.ist needed. Her reply was 'Mothers
.women who are educated.' That is what we

need in America now. Mie claimed that woman
thou id i ll any office that a man does, if shv is
qualified for it, and receive the same con.pensa-
tion. She said the Lord did not give the com¬
mand to Evu not to eat the forbidden fruit, but
to Adam before Eve was formed, therefore
Adam was the transgressor. Paul says the man
was not deceived, but the woman was; and alas,
she has been deceived ever since. The le.turer
cited Joan of Arc, Charlotte Corday, Mrs. Can-
dace, a female sovereign of Ethiophia, and Zen-
obia, Queen of the East, as examples of woman's
capacity. She did not consider it tho highest
right of a woman to vote, whon the lowest and
meanest man can do so. She urged that women
should have an equal chance in tho battle of life.
Talent and gonius have no sex. The lecture wa*
of considerable l.ength and very int.resting."
Gen. W. H. F. Lee. .Th- Petersburg In¬

dex-Appeal say?:
' J. Arinistead Carter, Senator Taylor, .Fudge

Cockerille and General VV. li. F.. Lee are prom
inently spoken of in connection with the Sera-
torial seat iruin the Alexandria district, made
vacant by the election of Judge Thomas to the
vffice of Lieuienant Governor an 1 Pr< sident of
tti« Senate. Any one of these gentl men would
make an able and ii fluential m- ruber of the Sen¬
ate. but our sympathies rather inc'ine to Gen- r-

al Lee, as he is, in a c ertain sense, an adapted
citizen of Petersburg." I

Errors of the Tlie Press.
The llev. Dr. Harttield preached last Sat¬

urday evening :it the Arch Street Methodist
Episcopal Church, Philadelphia, irom James
iii.,7' "Doth a fountain send forth, at the same

place,' sweet water aud bitter?" The sui ject ot
his discourse was the character aud influence ot
the newspaper pr-S3ot this county. He said, iu

substance;
Much that i shall say will be in tho form of

criticisms of the avorng.i newspaper of our times.
1 freely concede that tuero are many papers to
which these criticisms do not apply, Such will
not be disturbed by discussions, liko that upon
.which wo are about t<» outer. There* can be no
question as to great value of honest, able ana
well conducted newspapers They are among
the best fruits of »n advanced civilization.
Every such press is a fountain sending lortn
aweet and living waters, and it takes its place
side by side with the Church and Uio bchool as

an agent for enlightening and blessing the
world. A good newspaper is as necessary to a

family as pure air, and wholesome .ood and
drink. Among the prevalent laults of news¬

papers 1 notice:
.

First- 1 heir impertinent intermeddling with the
private affairs ol iudi\ iduals and famii os. Hi*
posse sion of a printing press re'eases no one

from the obligation to mind bis own bjisin .-ss
i Individuals and tami lies lave secrets with which
the outside world has no right to inlermeidle.
It is a shame that newspapers should ever bo
degraded by retailing gossip and scandal.

£ocoii(1 ly . 1 Iig personalties in whicli tli
indulge. Bitter aud scurrilous <iuarre.» among
e.Jitors are otten obtru led upon the public.
Such terms as knave and liar are bandied to una
fro I have lately seen in a daily newspaper
nruininent citizens dosciibed by the following
epithets: "Mural infidel," 'Old persiiu.non-
taco i hypocrite," "Illustrious and grandiloquent
blatherskite " These personalities are a stream
of very bitter water.
Thirdly : The unfair treatmento? political op

ponents is a serious cause ot complaint. .Tno
press is not called upon to expose tho lrailtios ot
privf.to citizens, but it may speaSc the truth
about those who ask to be elected to public
office The truth shouid be proclaimed with

i candor and decency. No newspaper is justitiedI in uttering falsehoods abi'.ut political opponents,
or in dishonestly defending political friends.
Do 1 exaggerate when 1 say that the public
have ceased to expect truth from political pa¬
pers? Thev have become so unjust and uncan-
did i i their treatment of opponents that they
are fuel losing their influence with the people
Franklin once advised any one abused by an
editor to take a club and break his head ; and
from his time until now club law, has been about
the only one available lor those who sutler irom
the licentiousness of the press. Recourse to the
courts often results in many repetitions of the
original libel, and in the printing at last ol such
an account of the trial as aggravates the original
offence, while if the injured party gets a verdict
the case is appealed on some technically, lne
abuse of public men has been carried to such an

oxtent that many ot our best citizens rCu-e to
be candidates for office.

.

Fourthly: The accounts of vice and crime
which Occupy so laigo a space are highly objec
lionable. It may bo necessary lor a class ot
persons to collect and examine the statistics ot
crime as it is ior another class tho diseases ot
the human body, but the accounts oi horrid tinu

unnatural crimes with which the papers are

tilled cannot fail to defile the public mind and
conscience Sonsa'.ional descriptions ot robbery,
arson.rape and murder are not lit to be read out¬
side of a brothel. The yellow-covered literature
which we hear so much about is not inucli worse
than the police reports published in many papers
claiming to bo rospectable.

Fifthly: Not a few of the daily papers allow
their columns to be used to promote immorali¬
ty. Intemperance is promoted by calling at¬
tention to the business of the drunkard-maker,
and gambling is encouraged by advertising lot¬
teries and gift concerts. Ignorant charlatans,
by their so-called "medical advertisements,
aro permitted to p .rsuade men and women that
they can violate the laws ol God with impunity.
The ' Personal Notices" it is hard to speak of in

fitting terms before a promiscuous congregation.
Thoy are used as a means for promoting licen¬

tiousness. Tho evils I have spoken of are ot
slow growth, and the most we can hope is that,
they may bt- gradually c erected. It is to bo
remembered that iho people who patronize a

newspaper are largely responsible tor its charac¬
ter. The publishers aim to iurnisn an article
that will sell. I venture to suggest a few meth¬
ods by win, h the evils we are deploring might
be corrected. Ever> person who writes lor a

newspaper might be required to append ins

proper name to his articles, bat on this point l

spe>k rather tentatively than dogmatically. I he
impersonality of the press, while it has its ad¬
vantages, is constantly operating in many ways
to the public detriment, and chiefly by giving a

fictitious importance to the utt'-ranccs oi wortn-
lesg men. If we know who tho Bohemian was
who hid<*= behind the editorial, we would otten
care nothing lor opinions and predictions which
now mislead us. More stringent laws tor the
punishment of libel are needed in many of the
States. Editors should also be held to a moral
and social responsibility for tho character ot
their journals, if they send*out sheets adapted
to the atmosphere of ^rog shops and br .tneis,
they are doing tho work of a blackguard, ami
should be consigned to a blackguard's place and
excluded from decent society.
The chief method of reforming the abuses ot

the press is, however, tor respectable men to
patroniz) only respectablo newspapers iho
duty of all good citizens toward unprincipled
papers is to let them alone severely. Such a

course would abato a nuisance that has become
li.tolerable. Who is on the Lord's aside \\ ho
will stand up against the evil doers9

Spelling Bee.
As there is so much laik iu town about the

'' Spelliug liee ".that will be given ut Sa-
repta Hall next week for the benefit of the Li¬
brary Company, we insert au account ul' one

giveu in Philadelphia at the Academy of Music
a short time since :

44 The War of Words..The Spelling Bee,
that decidedly novel entertainment to city
amusement seekers, which has been so eagerly
looked forward to, took place la»t evening, at
the Academy ot Music, its novelty, und the
secret belief of many that they could probably
beat the champions, brought a eiowd to the
Academy such as is seldom seen within its
walls. The seats iu the parquette, parquette
circle aud balcony were all suld early yesterday
morning, aud those whom the contagious ex¬

citement reached later iti the day stood in a

liue last evening from the ticket office across

the entire lront of the buildiug. Many left
without gaiuiog entrance. Withiu there was
uot a foot ni' unoccupied space.
At S o'clock the contestants, eighty in num¬

ber, composed of equal numbers of ludies and
gentlemen, marched upuu the scujie and took
their scats, the ladies upon the right and the
gentlemen upon the left.

Mr. Dennis l'\ Deaiy, one of the Managers,
announced tlie object of tue meeting, and that
the proceeds wouid be turned over to the build¬
ing tuud of the 1'oung Men's Christian Asso¬
ciation.

Several songs and du-.-ts were sung, and Mrs.
Shoemaker recited a couple of pieces. The
well known trio, entitled "file Schoolmaster,'
was pung, aud caused much hilarity.
Mr. Shoemaker then steppeu uut with his

spelling book, aud the excitement of the audi¬
ence had reached its highest pitch.they were

spell-bound, aud silently awaited the first shot.
Sis words were pu^ out, and the rank stood
firm. The seveutli brought down a pretty
lady. "Muscateer" was au appropriate word,
but inappropriately spelled. "Izard" was the

Way the second lady spelled it, and "Gipsy"
tuld the fortune of the first man out. "Gour¬
mand ' spoiled the appetite of another man,
and "castihon" retired another lady. "Duel¬
list," of course, killed his man, and "benizoa"
acquired a new meaning for a youug lady.
"Uorolorm" quieted a youth, and the "fasct"
ruu out another lady. "Perigrination" was

what the next man performed, aud "timpan"
produced a discordant sound io a lady's ears.

"Catif," "inconceivable," "tinautial," "tu¬
reen" and "Anglicise" had their victims.
"Two or three w^rds were spelled wnen (as

understood) "adduble," or "addible," (Web¬
ster) was spelled "addi," "adi, by a yuung
lady, who, according to the rule, weut out for
trying a second time, "Fiunkeyism has be«n
the death of men before, and this case was no

exception. "Reciaion" and "quasi" brougl t
dowu a couple, when "repeat" was spelled ibr
aoothcr word of the same Round, and t be gen*telwan cluiojed his place. He was ruled out
by the committee, on tbegrouud that he should
have asked before spelling if he were in doubt.
The audience were uoaoimnus in having him
replaced, nod "he lived to figiit another day."
"Forocity," 'Vxcieation." "eontuiiiaceous,"
"deliquesce." "oovitous," "ignivi," "impet-
ons," "deturgcct," "iuscence," "hippish,"
decimated the ranks. "Ghoul," pronounced
"goo|,"aod "ghole," pronounced "gole" both
iu Webster, was pronounced one way only
"gool," and a lady went out on it by spelling it
"goal."

"Calibiate." "admittible," "dutious," "vit-
ref'y," "tesalated" and "domine" carried off
several contestants, the last oue "domiuie" or
"domine" (Webster) should have beeu ruled
out according to rule 4, and it unfortunately
took f rom the audience a lady whose articulation
was faultless.
The uext man got as far as "samo" iu

"psalmody," wheu the cheers of the audience
w.irnud him to retire. "Penuyioss," "rarify,"
.'obeli.-que," "autechrist" and "tramelitig"
retired ;our men aud a lady ; while "sinthesis"
finished an owr-confident man, whose defeat
was heartily relished. The die was cast in
"foundry" for a iady, wheu "fouudery" was

prouounced. The way the next lady got out is
not quite understood, but it is supposed she
spelled it "eighty-eight."

'"Corrugation" was too brilliant a word for
the next man. "Bourgois," "bacbaiaureate,"
"suttler," "seraIf," "revewall." "pootiffic,"
"imbiument," "aocrueiuunt," "synonomous."
"scurros," "polyauthes," "maehiunation,"
"ui zzarine," "guphir," "empyrie," "ehriso
lite." "colocinth," "chincilla" aud "cautel-
lute" brought down their victims at long in¬
tervals, when the spellers were reduced to the
six who were to receive the prizes. Two men
only remained, and io accordance with stage
rules, as everybody knows, they became the
"end men," and the conumdrums weut round.

"Pntetitiou" took number six, a lady..
"Scirrhous" also had a lady victim ; "per-
view" took auother lady; "testacioua" took
one of the end men, who, from his position,
bad succeeded in making a great deal of 'uu.
"Distension'' u: j istly, according to rule 4, put
out the last man. "lnfiuitessimal" immedi¬
ately afterwards closed the account of a lady,
and "hauser" took the other lady, leaving
Miss Lizzie J. Hook the victor aud winner of
the lirst prizi, Z/ll's Encyclopedia.
The "spell" was broken at a quarter before

11, and the audience dispersed, much pleased
with the entertainment."

C'URIOUS..Mr. Albert S. Hoffman, sou of
our townsman, Kdward Hutfm.m, e.->q , was
drowned while attempting to cross the Shen¬
andoah river on a dam, uear Strasburg, about
two weeks ago. A curious circumstance oc¬
curred io connexion with the search for the
body. A cousiu of the deceased when a boy,
had beeu told by his mother, if a loaf of bread
were thrown iuto the water at the point where
a person had been drowued, that the loaf would
float to where the body lay, and there remaiu.
We are told it was tried in this case, and sin¬
gular to say, the loaf did float directly to where
the body was found.. Winchester Times.
A FLEA weighs less than a grain of salt, and

leaps a yard aud a half at a jump; and we are
told that "were a man of 100 pounds weight
possessed of equivalent agility, he could spriog
from the dome of the Capitol to China, and
go rouud the world iu two jumps." It is a
fortunate thing for steamship companies that
a man can't go rouud the world iu two jumps;
und although he is uot as agile as the nimble
flea, he cau jump from the dome of the Capitol
into I lie next world.and that is more thau a
flea cau do.

ICOM.MUNH'ATKD.
Speluno Match .I see there is going to

be a "Spelling Match." 1 .suggest that any one
be allowed to eonted for the piizc who will pay
a small sum io addition to the eutiance fee, say
25 cents. Pj not restrict the contestants to any
lixed uumber. 1 write on behalf of several

Lapiks.
Correction.

To the editor oj the Alcxundr a Gazette;
Peiiuit mc to correct the report of the pro¬

ceeding of the County Convention held last
Monday and published iu your paper of the
2Uth iust. The mass meeting of the Conserva¬
tive party was invited for Monday, the 17th ol
May, County Court day, and not the 27th.
The three delegates, two from Falls Church

Township, and oue from Lee, who declined to
vote for Mr. R. F. Broadwater, the nominee
for County Treasurer,also declined being bound
by the nominatioa as to that particular office,
bur would support the other nominees. Please
insert the above. Twos. Moore,

County Superintendent.
Fairfax C. Hm Va., April 21, 1875.

COMMEUCIAL.
Alexandria Market, April 22..Wheat is

quiet arid unchanged ; offerings -1J8 bushels,
with sales of a choice white sample at lis, and
red at 13'J, 133, 130 and 138 for good, prime ami
choice lots. Corn is firmer, anti prices are lc
bettor; oll'-.-rings of 14*1 bushels, with sales of
white at 88 and 'JO, and mixed and yellow at 88.
Outs aro active, and prices are bettor; light of¬
ferings, witli sales at 71.

Alexandria Fish Market, April 22, 187$.
The receipt* since last report have been U,0U0
Shad,which sold at from 17 0.J to $21 00 per hun¬
dred; 60.00J Herring, which sold at 13 00
per thousand, and a lew Rock and Perch, which
command high figures. The demand is brisk,
and largely in excess of the supply, which is
chiefly taken up by the hucksters of this city and
to 1111 orders for Fish fivrn thoNorth, the sailers
having as yet put up but a limited quantity.
The receipts now como principally from the
lower shores, and are supposed to indicate that
the large schools are making their way lip the
river, and will soon bj caught by the upper
seines.

In Washington, yesterday, 10 0.10 Shad sold at
17 to $20 per hundred ; 12,IHX) Herring at 12 t«

$15 per thousand; 2,000 bunches Rock at from
3U to 4Uc per bunch; 2,000 Tailors at lrum 2 to

$3 per hundred.

J'OUT OF .ILliX.l.WRMi jt/'/t//* 22.
.^un rose 5 l'l Moon rises 8 58
..run sets 0 42 High water U LKj

ARRIVED.

Sle.in-.er Express. Baltimore, to Broders & Co.
She reports two light schooners.a three aad a
two-master.ashore on Dent s shoals; also a

small sch »oner, loaded w>tb barrels, ashore at
Mathias' Point; also a light two-m i.-ted schoon¬
er ashore at Metompkin.all bound up, but tfoe
barrel-loaded vess I.

PASSED UP.
Schrs T T Tasker and Mary Stock ham, for

Georg< t »wn.
SAILED.

Steamer Jane Moseley, Norfolk, by F A
Reed.
Tug Mary Lewis, "White Point, by FA Reed.
Scbr Ida iiirdsail, Georgetown, by William

A Smoot.
passed down.

Scbr Florence Deane, from Georgetown.
MEMORANDA.

Scbr D B Speddon, for this port, sailed from
Baltimore 2lst.
Scbr L B Taylor, hence, at Norfolk 10.h.
Scbr Calvin P Harris, from Georgetown, at

Somerset 18th.
Schr L b Cowperthwaite, from Fall river for

Georgetown, sailed irorn Bmtol 194,h.

n.4RKIED.
On the -Jlst instant, in St. James' Church.Wsrreniun, Va., by Rev. John S. Lindsay'.WIL LIA M M Mr*IL M A N, esq., anii Mi.«-li ENINGHAM LYONS SCOTT, daughter ofthe late Robert E. Scott, esq., all ot' Fauquiertfounty, Va
On the loth instant, in St. Luke's EpiscopalChurch, Brooklyn, N. Y , by R-v. D-aid Uii-l&r, Mr. J. C. McKENNiE, of the Universityof Virginia, anil Miss .J EN JST J E C. BAIN-BRIDGE, of the former city.

fjfe v otto/tin.

KuBT. L. WOOD

Will continue his
CLOSING OUT SALE

Only a short time.
Ho is soiling great bargains. ap 0

WHITE GuODS in «reat variety, Tarit;>n.
Swisses, Naiu.»ooics, Plaid, Striped am

Pihin Victoria Lawns, Jrum T2jc up. Cambric
and everything else to make our st-ck coinpiet.in this and other lines.
apG D. F. WITMER CO

C^Oli'fETS.A full line of Ccrsi-ts just re
) coivod.

WM. N. BERKLEY & SON,
ap 0 64 King street.

RECEIVED- 0 \ SERGE, for Gents' Sprir,.
Overcjats.

WM. N. BERKLEY & SON,
ap 0King street.

QUN UMBRELLAS, in latest styles; a fuiio ass ortment; ail Colors.
np0 D. F. WITMER CO.

/ 1 ENTS' FANCY' E1ALF HOSE, all nuui
bers, at

apG D. F. WITMEK CO'rf.
QEAM LESS KID GLOVES, Spring shale-O just received.
ap o D. F. WlTilER CO.
VTJBW GOODS JUST OPENED.

A large assortment of
Prints, Printed Cambrics, Furcates,
Silk Fluid Mohairs, now vory fashionable,
Pacilic Lnwn«, some very handsome,
Black Grenadines. Bl.tck Mohair Alpacas,
Victoria Lawns, Plaid Mohairs,
English Crapes, BiucU Tami«e Cloths,
Irish Linens, line sUc'c of II skry,
Gentlemen's Half in all varieties,
Linen Handkerchiefs, Hemstitched also, atnii

prices and qual ties,
Corinthian Scarfs,
Kid and L5« r»iri Gloves and Gauntlets,
Ladies' Gauze Merino Vests,^A handsome lino oi Ladies' Silk Sun U.-jhroi¦

las, ali cok rs, blue, hr>wn, black and piv.m,
Linen Sheetings, Towels,
10 1 Cotton Sheetings, with a large «t..ck <>i

Bleached and Brown G-ods..all oi which sro
oik-rod at Io a priciS.
Hp:j .1. M. STEWART.

g r H 1 N G OPENING!

DRESS GOOD ¦>! DKF.SS GOODS!
April 3d, 1&76.

The very iatoet stylet in the market. Bin. k
Silks very cheap. A lull assortment of Doni.'s
tics. We invite purchasers' attention to our
stock. [up .'] D. i?. W 11 MER CO.

OLACK GOODS DEPARTMENT.

BLACK ALPACAS AND MOilAIRS.
A large invoice of our favorite brand thai ha?,

been so satisfactory in the past, bu'.h in color
and wearing qualities, no goods that we have
ever kept having given like satisfaction. Ai-.
new styles Black Grenadines, Black ti--I MoUse-
lines, etc., just opened by
Hp 2 D. F. W1TMERCO.
TA F. BRASHKAK,

WholofftK- arid Retail I) alcr in
FOREIGN AND DOMKM'IC i»RY Goi)L)>

Notions, Hoaiery, &c., &<..,
No. 100 King ctreet. Alexandria, Va

Keeps constantly on hand a lull and compl.v
stock of all styles of Farcy and Staple Goods
usually fou? d in a fir.-t cIkss jobbing and M:u>
house, arid will be sold to merchants :it Balti¬
more wholesale prices and at retail as low a-

the sarin* goods can be lound in any well regu
latcd house in this country.
H. B. liOU.MES. I D. F. HKASilK.-ill.
S. D. HAhPER. I. «i'h 'SI

TMMENSE BARGAINS IN

DLIY GOODS
At i'Ki:r/n ej>i:h a

iNU.m KING .Vl'RKET.
Black Gro. Grain Silk, at $1.20, $1.50, $L7:»,

$2.U0 and CO.
Irish Poplin?, at «7c, $l.0<>, Sd.PJ and *1.
Pure Mohair Alpacas, worthy7oc, at
Best Alpacas, worth oOc ut-iTie
Best Alpacas, worth i»7ie, at 2-ic.
All wo 1 Cashmeres, worth Toe, at (V'c.

<Beautiful line of Waterproofs, at -^7i", ^l.,M>.
$1.12 and SI.2V

. |Immense stock of Camels, Serges, Diagonals,
<Blaek*Cashmeres, Merinos, Bombazine, Tain-

ises and Drap d" Ete a specialty.
Cassimere for Men and Boys, from 10c up.
Large assortment of Ladies' a.'id Cents L:i-

derwear.
Ladies' Merino Vests, worth Si, nt Wjc.
Gents' Undershirts, worth 70c, iitttJc.
All-wool B.ankfts, Worth jb, at S-V
Best yard-wide B.cached Cottons at l'-'Jc.
Shawls.India, Paisley, Broche, Merino and

all-wool fancy.
Ladies' and Misses' Furs at loss tnan actual

value.
... . . i (Great variety of Ladies Scarfs, big sleek <-i

Notions i*c. Our stock is large and t;«-iu|»l«-t«!
in ail its branches. Call and convince your¬
selves.

g T A T E T A .\ K S .

The final period allowed by law for the pay¬
ment of STATE TAXItS for IS?!, having pass¬
ed, and I troinic required to make my final s»*t-

tlern'»nt with the treasurer, I hope mat ail v

corns forward AT ONUE and settle their Mil-,
and thereby save me the very disagreeable ne¬

cessity of enforcing the law in regard to
hri'iuent tax bills. Tax payors wi.l ho eaoe<
lUH.n as far as possible by either myself
Deuufv. For the convenience of those wlie

wish I'-call at on. o. 1 will 1 e at my olh e.Roon.
No. 4, Mark.a Hous-, (entrance on hair.**
street.) from 0 to in a ni. and 4 to «. p. «{. «v,'r>
(1hV .JUlIN W. CAMPBELL,
ap 7.t M I C^-^rgcan^

C1ANNED GOODS 1
....J CANNED UOoUa

8 cases 3 lb cans Tomators.
G " 2 lb cans Tomatoes.
6 " 8 lb cans Peaches.
7 " 2 lb cans Peaches.
2 " 2 1b cans Lobsters.
2 41 2 lb curis Corn.

_
.

Also Catsup, English and American 1 K "\
"

Chow Chow, Worcestershire Sauce, W . I- *

per Sauce, Olive Oil, Jelly an 1 Canned *

Jjottled Goods, of all kind i, in store and
at ,«ry low prices by

w A JOHNS.s,
mh 9 44 corner Pitt ari'l '.jn'-f'

~ilTTi. JIEMl'LKIi.
OPTICIAN
No. 4-V-l Pennsylvania avenue, corner J: -

"WASHINGTON, D.C..
Specialty.GOLD SPKCTACLh? and ..

style SKELETtjN E V K-GLAS:>h.-.
FOK PRESENTS-The cheap-M \ '

SCOP ES and V IEWS in the ' [, M
fAHLOH STKAM BiiOlM'S. ;.
SCOPES, MiCROSCOPEb, &c., at p" --

suit hard times.
Washington, dec 11.eotf

Anotick. (}. \. v
LKXANDRIA CANAL

The Annual General Meeting of the . tj ;;;
ers of the Alexandrit Cana. Co. w m. ¦^ ir h

rpHE FIRST AN N t AL MEh .

aN.X THE STOCKHOLDER oh
NEY CAR COUPLING CO. Will b.. t

. ,

the office of Col. Kemper, *t 1h'1,'
..clock, on WEDNEMM \ April 8 1.1 ;
apl4-eotd_ _

E. H. .'A^:';TTh>s.
Wholesale dealers, ..

jr lr..TION-Our Stock of lP<1»daJjrptwl. An
merchants is now large and w-.

nce that
jxamination of it will, we thin ,

jur prices are right. WITMERCO.ap y u-


